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It’s a note from the principal . . . 

continued on next page 

Assistant Principal 
Caity Sahimi 

Dear Werner Community, 

As we head into the final stretch, things continue to go well here at 
Werner!  We are grateful to our community for their flexibility and 
support as we continue to do our parts to stay open.   

With April, we have more opportunities to connect with your teacher 
with spring conferences.  Your teacher will reach out to offer the chance 
to meet, virtually, or talk by phone about your student's progress. Our 
students, in 3rd-5th, will be taking the CMAS assessment beginning this 
week, but it will be less than a normal year.  Please see the updated 
information available in this newsletter. 

We want to say “Thank You” for your amazing support of our Werner Fun 
Run Fundraiser!  Our goal was to raise $20,000 and we exceeded that 
goal with over $31,000 in pledged support!  This money will be crucial in 
helping with classroom and program support for next year, and with the 
additional money we will be able tackle some of the much-needed capital 
projects we have had.  Stay tuned in the future with a report back on 
that. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/WernerElementaryPTA/145086898860740
https://wer.psdschools.org/
http://www.youthclinic.com/
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April 2021 
Note From The Principal    continued 

With April, we will have more opportunities for enrichment for our 
students. We are planning virtual Earth Day presentations with several of 
our community partners, and we are moving forward with our Science and 
Engineering Fair.   

Last, this is a friendly reminder that there is No School for students on 
Friday, April 16 and Monday, April 19.   

Thanks, again, for your continued support of our great school! 

Sincerely, 

Hayden 

Coming Up-April 

Please check our Werner School Calendar on our website for up-to-date 
information: https://wer.psdschools.org/node/1075.   

April 1  Werner Fun Run 

April 8  PTA Meeting (details will be sent by email) 

April 16 No School-Parent/Teacher Conference comp day 

April 19 No School-Staff Work Day 

April 23 Earth Day presentations (virtual) 

April 26 Werner Dines Out- DC Oakes 

April 30 Werner Science and Engineering Fair 

http://center.huntingtonhelps.com/lp/fort-collins/tutoring-2
http://www.saludclinic.org/
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
https://wer.psdschools.org/node/1075
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April 2021 

continued on next page 

PSD Planning 2020-21 

Stay up-to-date with PSD's plans for the 2020-21 
school year at: https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020
-21. This site will house all the information needed 
for the different phases and updates throughout the 
year.   

State Testing Update 

This spring, Poudre School District will administer statewide assessments. 
These tests provide valuable information for our school and teachers, who use 
the data to understand where students are in their learning 
and tailor instruction accordingly. The district also uses these results to 
measure overall student academic progress and identify opportunities for 
improvement.  
 
On March 26, the Colorado Department of Education announced that the state 
legislature and U.S. Department of Education reduced the Colorado Measures 
of Academic Success (CMAS) tests that students will take in spring 2021 due to 
the unique circumstances Colorado schools and districts are facing as a result 
of the pandemic. Normally, students in grades 3-8 take CMAS assessments in 
both English Language Arts (ELA) and Math. Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) is 
the alternate assessment for ELA and Math in these grade levels. 

Required Assessments 

 ELA-3rd & 5th 

 Math- 4th 

Optional Assessments (Opt In) 

 Math- 3rd & 5th 

 ELA-4th 

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
mailto:SchoolNewsletterCompany@gmail.com
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21
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April 2021 

Check out the Werner 
calendar at https://

wer.psdschools.org/calendar 
for updated information 
throughout the month as 

event times and/or dates can 
change. 

Our school’s current testing schedule is down below. 

Opting in or out of tests 

As a parent, you have the option of opting your student into any non-required 
tests, beyond those that will be assessed as part of the state's plan. To opt in, 
you may complete the necessary form digitally by logging into ParentVUE and 
accessing Services Tracker. You may also fill out the form manually and return 
to the office (Attn: Caity Sahimi) Instructions are available here. The deadline 
to opt in is April 9. 

To excuse your student from state assessments, you may complete a Parent 
Excusal form digitally by logging into ParentVUE and accessing Services 
Tracker. Instructions and screenshots on how to do this can be found here. 
Please note that you will need to fill out a form for each subject area. You may 
also print a PDF version of the "2020-21 Opt Out of State Testing Form" and 
return it to your school. Forms are available in English, Spanish and Arabic. 

If you decide to opt out, we encourage you to keep your student home on our 
scheduled testing days. Absences will be excused. Due to COVID-19 protocols, 
students who are opted out of tests but come to school will still sit with their 
classmates during the testing sessions, so we do not mix cohorts. They may sit 
quietly or read a book, according to state guidelines. 

For more information about state assessments, visit the Colorado Department 
of Education website here or visit the PSD District and State Assessments web 
page. 

Please let me know if you have any questions and thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Caity Sahimi 
Assistant Principal/Assessment Coordinator 
Werner Elementary School 
csahimi@psdschools.org 

MON April 5  
  
  

TUE April 6  
  
Language Arts 
Unit 1  
3rd: 1:00 PM 
5th: 9:00 AM  

WED April 7  
  
ELA Unit 2  
3rd: 1:00 PM 
5th: 9:00 AM  

THUR April 8  
  
ELA Unit 3  
3rd: 1:00 PM 
5th: 9:00 AM  

FRI April 9  
 
 

MON April 12  
 
  
  

TUE April 13  
  
Math Unit 1  
4th: 10:00 AM 
  
 

WED April 14  
  
Math Unit 2  
4th: 10:00 AM  
  
  
 

THUR April 15  
  
Math Unit 3  
4th: 10:00 AM 

FRI April 16 (NO 
SCHOOL)  

  

MON April 19  
  
  

TUE April 20  
  
 
  

  

WED April 21  
  
 
  
  

THUR April 22  
  
  
 
  

FRI April 23  
  

State Testing Update    continued 

https://wer.psdschools.org/calendar
https://wer.psdschools.org/calendar
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/src
https://pvue.psdschools.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qKAnZbDMxee_MRNxuL1Akb-qYARbJ-wW/view?usp=sharing
https://pvue.psdschools.org/PXP2_Login.aspx
https://techportal.psdschools.org/node/2603
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FPSD%2FAssessment%2F2020-21%2520State%2520Testing%2520Opt%2520Out%2520Form.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmnoblett%40psdschools.org%7C2f507b16fdf84e51df6b08d8e
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FPSD%2FAssessment%2F2020-21%2520State%2520Testing%2520Opt%2520Out%2520Form%2520English-Spanish.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmnoblett%40psdschools.org%7C2f507
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psdschools.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FPSD%2FAssessment%2F2020-21%2520State%2520Testing%2520Opt%2520Out%2520Form%2520English-Arabic.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cmnoblett%40psdschools.org%7C2f507b
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/resourcesforparents
https://www.psdschools.org/academics/student-outcomes/district-state-assessments
https://www.psdschools.org/academics/student-outcomes/district-state-assessments
mailto:csahimi@psdschools.org
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April 2021 
Werner Science and Engineering Fair 

I am excited to announce that our annual Science and Engineering Fair will 
take place on April 29th and 30th. Our Science and Engineering Fair is the 
perfect opportunity for our young engineers and scientists to test out their 
ideas! All students are invited to participate. Students may work 
independently, with a partner, or in groups of three. Due to COVID restrictions, 
students may only work on projects with students from their homeroom 
class.  We will have two divisions, K-3 and 4-5. All students who complete a 
project will get to share their results with friends and will receive a 
participatory ribbon, a scoring sheet with comments, and accolades from their 
teachers. Also, first place winners’ names from each division will also be 
engraved on our Science Fair plaques beside the Werner trophy case!   

The following changes and safety protocols will be in place:  

 Projects need to be turned in by the end of the school day on Tuesday, 
April 27th. We will quarantine all projects in the gym for at least 24 
hours prior to the fair.   

 Homeroom teachers will schedule a time to bring their classes down to 
the gym to view projects, one-at-a-time. Projects will be on display for 
extended time so that we do not have to mix students from different 
cohorts (homeroom classes).  

 We will have a virtual open house via Zoom. There will be a video 
compilation to display the projects followed by a live awards 
presentation.  

So how do you get started? Completing a project is not as hard as it sounds. 
You’ll need to get a tri-fold project display board. Projects following the 
scientific method should contain a question, hypothesis (prediction), 
procedure (the steps taken to carry out the experiment), results (observations, 
data, etc.), and conclusions (discussion/reflection on what was learned). Please 
see the attachment for detailed information, examples, and ideas.  Go here for 
a short video intro as well. 

Please click here to complete the online registration form.   

Engineering projects should include a problem, background research 
(optional), and preliminary designs and sketches. Then, your child should build 
a prototype (this can be a smaller model of their invention) and test it out to 
see if it works. Display the prototype (or pictures of it) along with a results and 
conclusions section on your project board.   

Due to COVID restrictions and budget cuts at the Fort Collins Museum of 
Discovery, PSD made the tough decision to cancel the district fair. However, 
we have decided that we will not let COVID cancel this special event at our 
school. I hope that you have fun with this great opportunity to allow your child 
to be curious and creative. Please let me know if you have any questions.  

Kind regards,  
Jeffrey Putman 
Third Grade Teacher Werner Elementary 
 

mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S11kOjQ29_q8N9GlgiS8XfPvTd95ihxX/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/duoBYZ_Gr1Y
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FgFKjg3pwyMaQ9bY49&data=04%7C01%7Chcamp%40psdschools.org%7C5453a5fb13f040deaf9e08d8f5e33d9f%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637529703807572360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
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April 2021 

continued on next page 

Counseling Corner 

April 2021 

Every grade level has learned about resiliency and how to overcome 
obstacles, mistakes, and failure.  Mr. Putman was wonderful enough to 
teach me this acronym: 

F – First 

A – Attempt 

I – In 

L – Learning  

I encourage you to talk to your student(s) about when you have failed or 
something was difficult and how you overcame it. 

I have many resources on my Learning Page at https://sites.google.com/
psdschools.org/wer-learning-counselor-flemist/home.  If you don’t see 
what you need, please do not hesitate to email at 
jflemist@psdschools.org.   

If you think your child would benefit talking to me about any social 
problems (including anxiety about returning to school), please email me.  I 
check in with kids often and we can set up a time and day easily.  I have a 
couple of sites for parents (also on my Learning Page) that offer helpful tips 
and tools for calming the brain and other relevant social resources.   

My Counseling website is: 

https://padlet.com/jflemist/l7fdazqa2vhv   

I also enjoy Love and Logic as a parent and educator.  Here an email article 
about the power of feeling positive: 

The Power of Positive Feelings  
I love the smell of burnt toast! That aroma, coupled with the odor of 
overcooked coffee, always leaves a warm feeling in my heart. 
 
I once met a woman who loved the sound of trains. In fact, she loved this 
sound so much that she purchased a house near the tracks so that she 
could experience the bone-rattling rumbles and blaring horns 24 hours a 
day. 
  
Like this woman, I learned to love something because of unconscious 
associations I developed through my experience as a child. Every time I 
went to my loving grandparents’ home, my grandmother managed to burn 
the toast…and burn the coffee. The woman who loved the sounds of trains 
had a similar experience. Her loving grandmother lived—you guessed it—
next to train tracks. 

http://www.fcconnexion.com/
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/wer-learning-counselor-flemist/home
https://sites.google.com/psdschools.org/wer-learning-counselor-flemist/home
mailto:jflemist@psdschools.org
https://padlet.com/jflemist/l7fdazqa2vhv
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April 2021 
Counseling Corner     continued 

The power of positive feelings is immense! When our kids experience love 
and joy coupled with chores, they will learn to associate doing chores with 
positive feelings. When they experience warmth and affection coupled with 
learning, they will learn to associate academics with positive feelings. 
  
When they feel our joy as we parent or educate them, they’re far more 
likely to live a life filled with excitement and motivation instead of 
apprehension and apathy. 
  
Sometimes I get shortsighted. Sometimes I forget all of this. Sometimes I 
allow myself to get cross, short, or impatient, thinking that somehow my 
negativity will inspire my kids to learn cheerfully or complete their daily 
chores with a positive attitude. I forget all of this when I don’t take good 
care of myself. 
  

Kids don’t remember all of the things we try to teach them, but they will 
always remember how they felt when they were around us. 

  
We believe that one of the characteristics of effective parents and 
educators is that they engage in healthy self-care. Not only does practicing 
healthy self-care benefit us, it provides a model of healthy behavior for our 
kids. 
  
Remember to take great care of yourself so that you can give them the gift 
of loving learning, loving responsibility, and loving themselves. 

 

  

Dr. Charles Fay 
  



 

Page 8 

April 2021 

Werner Dines Out at DC Oaks 

April 26th 4:00pm – 8:00pm 

10% of all sales will go back to 
our school. 

3581 E. Harmony Rd. #110 

(970) 286-2076 
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April 2021 

In the past we have hosted an evening full of hands-on projects 
and activities for families to do together. This year, instead, we 

will focus on one special group within our community each 
month and make handmade cards to express our gratitude and 

support.  

The project is simple: We encourage you to use any materials you 
have at home to make a card. Notebook paper, construction 
paper, markers, tape, glue, scissors, etc.  We will also have a 

stash of extra supplies in a box near Werner’s front door that you 
are welcome to use.  When you are done, you can bring your card 
to Werner (bring them to your class table on distribution days or 
drop in the box by the front door) and we will collect them and 

deliver them for you to the group of the month. 

 

For the month of APRIL we will focus on writing notes of 
gratitude to our Armed Service Veterans. Feel free to 

make one card or a whole stack!  
Please turn your cards in by Friday, April 30th. 

Werner Cares and Shares is a 
special tradition where we come 

together to make meaningful 
contributions to our community 

and give our children opportunities 
to experience the satisfaction of 

helping others. 

Some ideas on what to write:  

 

Thank you for your service. 

 

Thank you for protecting our country.  

 

You are my hero! 

 

I am grateful for your bravery. 
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Baby Photo Needed 
Attn: Parents and 5th Grade Students 

 

The time has come to search out your favorite 

baby photo for the yearbook! 

Please email your photo to 

wernerelementaryyearbook@gmail.com 

by 4/16/21 
For the subject line of the email, please write 

STUDENTS NAME – BABY PHOTO 
Any questions?!? Email wernerelementaryyearbook@gmail.com or 

Contact Jennifer at 307.509.9246 
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IT’S YEARBOOK TIME!!! 
Parents! Order your 2020-2021 Werner 

Elementary Yearbook TODAY!! 

DEADLINE is 4/24/21 
*Any books purchased after deadline will be charged shipping and sent directly to your home* 

 

Easy to Order: 

Visit www.treering.com to register your family. If 

you haven’t purchased a yearbook before, you will 

need this passcode: 1014056506643352. 

Once registered, you will also have the option to 

create 2 custom pages for your student! 

--Custom Pages must be completed by 4/17/21 -- 

Yearbook cost: Soft Cover - $20.13 

Any questions?!? Email wernerelementaryyearbook@gmail.com or 

Contact Jennifer at 307.509.9246 

http://www.treering.com
mailto:wernerelementaryyearbook@gmail.com
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http://bit.ly/PSDbusoperator
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http://www.stem-x.org/
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Poudre School District does not endorse or take responsibility for programs/activities sponsored by other organizations.  


